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rate serves to prove that these aristocratic families enjoyed a
very wide reputation.1 We shall be considering later the part
the High Priest played in the Judaism of the Dispersion. But
in Palestine, however much his position might be questioned
or challenged, he remained supreme, and when he officiated in
state in the Temple, surrounded by all the pomp and cere-
mony of one of the great festivals, the people who thronged
behind him forgot for a moment the humiliation of their earthly
lot, forgot the Greek or the Roman yoke, and were lifted up
with him to Jahweh, their God.2

The High Priest himself received the support not only of
the caste of High Priests and sons of the High Priests, but also
of the entire priestly class.3 This was an exclusive caste which
only recognized legitimate children of the stock of the " Sons
of Aaron" 4 Every aspirant to the priesthood had first to
validate his genealogy. This was no empty formality. At the
time of the Return there was a general investigation, and all
families failing to pass the test were rigorously excluded from
the priesthood. Josephus boasts that he discovered his own
family tree (or enough information to enable him to reconstruct
it) "in the public registers" (ev rats dyftoaiais defaoig), that
is, among the archives. Precautions were also taken to keep
the blood of the priestly families from defilement. A priest
might only wed a virgin or a widow of Israel.5 And even a
descendant of Aaron who fulfilled all the required conditions
wTas not certain of admission. He had first to be nominated
by the Sanhedrin and undergo a rather elaborate ritual of
consecration, lasting seven days.6

Once consecrated, a priest was considered holy and the Law
hedged him round with special prohibitions, so that he might
be sure of preserving the ritual purity necessary to his office.7

He was, in fact, set apart from the rest of the Jews. He was
maintained by the offerings of all kinds which poured into the
Temple, only a small part of which were consumed on the
altar to the glory of Jahweh.

1 LXX7, ii, 223.

2  See the eulogy of the High Priest, Simon, son of Onias, in Ecclus. L,
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